International Advances in Surgical Oncology -Vol. 6. G.P. MURPHY, New York, Alan R. Liss, Inc., 374 pp, 1983, £58. Unlike most book series of this genre, the readership would appear at first to be readily identified as specialists claiming to be surgical oncologists; but in this country it is still arguable whether such a specialty exists in its own right. ( A. Nowotny, a major contributor to the field, has put together a most valuable monograph. While multi-authored, it covers the field clearly, authoratively and comprehensively because of effective editing. The effects of endotoxin on nonspecific resistance to infection, on blood clotting, on antibody production and cell mediated immunity and on the release of lymphokines, including interferon, are described. This multiplicity of biological effects evoked by endotoxin makes it unlikely that there is a simple mechanism responsible for its anti-tumour activity and its effect on the radiosensitivity of mammals. 
